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Sussex Learning Network (SLN) Student Study
Summary of Progress 2nd May 2008


The Project

The Sussex Learning Network (SLN) supported 642 learners between 2006 and 2008 to study vocational higher education courses in Sussex, through the provision of Additional Student Numbers (ASNs) to local institutions. The intention was to support learners to access HE through flexible and work-based routes that would particularly appeal to non-traditional learners such as those who are currently working or those that are seeking to enter HE with vocational qualifications. The SLN required information on the extent to which its aims have been met and as a result needed to understand the nature and experience of the SLN learner cohort (the above mentioned 642 students). To this end this research project was commissioned to collect qualitative and quantitative data that will enable the SLN to measure its own effectiveness in attracting and meeting the needs of a new, targeted learner cohort.

Progress to Date

a) Understanding the SLN Cohort

Working with Northbrook College Sussex and the Universities of Brighton, Chichester and Sussex, data has been obtained which allows the compilation of detailed information relating to the SLN student cohorts for 2006/7 and 2007/8. This data has been analysed and aggregated based on selected HESA data codes and will presented graphically in the final report.

b) Collecting Quantitative Data - the Online Survey

An on-line survey has been issued via the host institutions to students on all the 2006/7 and 2007/8 courses that contain SLN students. Responses were received from 10% of the SLN cohort. This has enabled a detailed picture of the nature, experience, priorities and decision-making criteria of a sample of SLN cohort learners. This has been analysed and will be presented graphically in the final report.

c) Interviews and Focus Groups

Work is underway to complete 5 face-to-face interviews and 5 telephone interviews with students in the SLN cohort who signalled their willingness to participate via the on-line survey. Two focus groups will also take place in May. This will add qualitative data to the quantitative sources outlined above and deepen our understanding of the impact of the SLN-supported provision and its affect on learners’ access to and experience of higher education. 

d) Outcomes and Timeline for Completion

A final report will be available in mid-June, to feed into the overall evaluation of the SLN. The research outcomes will be presented at the SLN Conference on the 25th June 2008.

Paul Mitchell

SLN Researcher

The Board is asked to note the Summary Report produced by Paul Mitchell
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