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Writing about the SLN: outline publication proposal
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Introduction

In many funded projects the goal is to produce a final report that demonstrates the value of the work and shows how the funding has been put to good use. In the case of the SLN this takes the shape of a final report to HEFCE which will focus on the Delivery Plan 2006-08. These reports are not written for wider public consumption and are far too detailed. 

The SLN Curriculum Team and Board have been alerted to the possibility of writing a publication that can stand alongside the final report but will have far greater appeal and as a consequence greater influence.

Why write about the SLN?

There are a number of reasons that are worth considering:-

· The fact that Sussex, as one of the first LLNs to be funded, offered to be, “a working laboratory for those interested in both policy and practice” (Original Proposal November 2004). Experiments to have value have to written up for a critical audience.

· The issues with which we are grappling will remain relevant for the next three years at least!  It is not just another project but one attempt to tackle the difficult issues that go to the heart of the debate about the future of higher and further education.

· Too much of writing on issues relevant to” third stream activity “is seen as anecdotal or lacking rigour and thus easily dismissed. This can only be challenged if the SLN experience, and others like it, is used to provide a more analytical frame of reference. 

· Writing gives more people an opportunity to find a voice than can be accommodated in formal meetings. It also allows a greater variety of opinions to be expressed. 

Who can write about the SLN?

The answer is a great many people can certainly be offered the opportunity to do so. They include the following:-

· Members of the Board.

· Members of the Curriculum Team.

· Members of groups working with the SLN.

· Consultants who have done work with and for the SLN.

· Practitioners who are doing research sponsored by the SLN.

· Contributors to the five conferences taking place between now and the end of June.

The list probably comprises well over 120 people and will probably grow over the next few months.

What should the publication be about?

There are obviously a large number of themes that could be addressed but it has to be located within a particular series of debates. Perhaps the most relevant of these was the book entitled, “The Tertiary Moment “edited by Chris Duke that was the outcome of a special seminar which took a critical look at the proposal to establish LLNs. The views expressed are many and varied ranging from the optimism of  Kevin Whitson’s comment that LLNs will, “challenge the marginal status of vocational learners, connect HE to the skills agenda, encourage progression from FE to HE, link colleges with HEIs, and sustain critical connection between HEIs in a more differentiated sector “ (page 107) to the extremely pessimistic. 

The publication would therefore have the following broad sections:-

· The Tertiary Moment: revisited.

· LLNs and partnership working.

· The challenge for the curriculum.

· Progression: the challenges for FE and HE.

· Information, advice and guidance for those in work.

· Staff development for change.

· Using research to develop practice.

· What do we want? Meeting the needs of students and employers

· Making an impact. How do we demonstrate we are making a difference?

· LLNs and the lessons for the Leitch agenda.

How should we publish?

The initial suggestion is that we publish it as an e-book that would be designed and styled to sit alongside the final review. We can, if we wish, purchase and provide an ISBN number. The advantage of this approach is that it can cater for contributions of varying length and depth. It can be broken down so that readers can be selective about what they access. It has a wider audience that can be reached while the ideas and momentum are still fresh. It can subsequently feed other publications if authors wish to develop their thinking further. 

Chris Baker 

The Board is asked to approve that a publication is written to accompany the final report in September 2008 . 












