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News Release
New diploma for 14-19 year olds – what’s it all about?

Date of issue: May 2008 

Major developments in education for 14-19 year-olds will result in a very different experience for students at schools and colleges across Sussex over the next few years. A national review of the curriculum has resulted in the development of the new 14-19 diploma, which will be introduced in 17 different subject areas.  They will provide a route for young people into work and higher education.  
In Sussex, the diploma will be delivered in five of the subject areas from September this year, with more coming on stream over the next three years. The diploma provides an alternative to GCSEs and A-levels and is intended to combine theory and practice. By 2011, every student in Sussex who wants to study a diploma will be able to do so. 

There has been a lot of coverage in the national press about diplomas. Chris Baker, Director of Sussex Learning Network, said ‘The new diplomas are, and will remain, a controversial topic. This conference will give practitioners a chance to discuss the new developments openly, to hear what’s happening nationally and to find out how this impacts on schools, colleges and students in Sussex’. But what do they really offer, and what does it all mean for students and teachers in Sussex? 
This will be the topic of the first day of ‘Three by the sea’, a local three day conference run by the Sussex Learning Network from 24 – 26 June 2008. Over the three days 100 presenters will come to Sussex from across the country to debate issues around education and employment.  They’ll discuss the 14-19 diploma on day 1, present the findings from nearly 40 different research projects on day 2, and explore with employers some of the recent changes and developments in vocational education in Sussex on day 3.  The conference is free and delegates are welcome to attend one, two or all three days – go to www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/conference/ to book or phone Moira Monk on 01273 876766 for more information.
If you’re interested in higher education, have a look at the Sussex Learning Network’s resources – www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/learning

Notes for editors:

· The Sussex Learning Network (SLN) aims to bring higher education within the reach of vocational learners. The SLN is a partnership that brings together the universities and colleges in Sussex, together with employers, agencies that provide information, advice and guidance, and learners.
· ‘Three by the sea’ is organised by the Sussex Learning Network and takes place at the Bramber House Conference Centre, University of Sussex, on 24, 25 and 26 June 2008. The 14-19 Diploma is the focus of day 1 of the conference, organised in partnership with Aimhigher Sussex and the Sixth Form Colleges Consortium.
· There will be 17 Diploma disciplines by 2011. The first five Diploma lines will begin to be taught from September 2008: Creative and Media, Construction and the Built Environment, Engineering, Information Technology and Society, Health and Development. Diplomas are being rolled out in a controlled way in four phases over 4 years.
· Information, advice and guidance for learners in Sussex is available via the ‘Learning Opportunities in Sussex’ service. Booklets containing information to help learners make choices about higher education are available in libraries across Sussex, and all this information and more is available on the website www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/learning  
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Sarah Hardman, Sussex Learning Network, tel: 01273 873102; email: sarah.hardman@brighton.ac.uk 
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