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Staff Development programme and Information Advice and Guidance developments
INFORMATION ADVICE AND GUIDANCE SERVICE

The IAG team are now out and about, attending events and providing staff development sessions for education practitioners, IAG agencies and employers.  As part of our dissemination programme we have written to the principals and HE coordinators of FECs, Community Colleges, heads of schools with sixth forms and appropriate staff therein.  We’ve also contacted those within these institutions who attended the SLN June conference.  We are raising awareness of the website – www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/learning - the sets of Learning Opportunities in Sussex leaflets, the adviser pack, the SLN free shop - http://www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/free-shop - and the sessions we can offer for practitioners and students.  The team can tailor these to cover anything from a 15 minute slot in a meeting to a longer staff development event.
Up to date portfolios for the IAG team have now been agreed.  Members are the first point of contact for these organisations but, where appropriate, will bring in other members of the team.
EVENTS
1.  Foundation Degree Symposium 
Twilight sessions
Dates for’ twilight’ session at the Sussex Innovation Centre – one topic per session led by invited speakers.  Room for up to 25 people in each session
All Thursdays – 4.30 to 7.00 pm – tea/coffee/cookies on arrival


13 Dec 2007



17 Jan 2008



14 Feb 2008



13 Mar 2008



15 May 2008
Annual Symposium  

18th April 2008 - Sussex Downs College, Lewes campus
2.  NAEGA event (National Association for Education Guidance Agencies)

Jointly sponsored event with Kent and Medway LLN - January 2008 - date to be confirmed.

3.  14 to 19 conference

Jointly organised with sixth form colleges – early 2008 – date to be confirmed.
4.  Institute for Employment Studies seminars

Dates to be advised for dissemination events relating to the outcomes of IES research – www.employmentstudies.co.uk.

5.  SLN Annual Conference – 25th and 26th June 2008 
This will be our third annual conference and we are in our final year of initial funding.  The focus will therefore be on research and evaluation and what we have learned from our experiences.  The following is proposed:

Day 1, Research   This will include presentations on the SLN research projects and the work of the LSRN and the South East.  
The LSRN is the post-16 Learning and Skills Research Network with members drawn from all areas of the learning and skills sector – e.g. sixth forms, FECs and universities, LSCs, LEAs, work-based training providers, adult education centres, voluntary agencies, awarding bodies and careers services/connexions.  
The SLN is funding 21 pieces of research relating to vocational learning, all of which are due to be completed in June 2008.   We have also funded studies on graduate retention, marketing foundation degrees and a feasibility study on developing a common credit framework for foundation degrees in Sussex.  Details of our research projects are in the Research Zone area of our website - http://www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/research-zone
Day 2, Curriculum Team 

The focus will be on all the work of the SLN and the day will include curriculum specific sessions.
6.  Admissions tutors/progression workshops

Dates for 2008 to be advised – depending on perceived need.  Sport and Leisure held a successful event in September and subsequent events could follow a similar model.
7.  Additional staff development  
I wrote recently to ask about your staff development plans for 2007/8 – plans received so far are attached at appendix 1. If you haven’t yet responded, please let me have this information by the 5th November if there are costs involved.  Just to clarify, Adam holds some resource for you to cover small meeting and events, and attendance at conferences (£1K and £800).  For these, you simply need to submit invoices to Adam.  I need to know about things above and beyond that in order to allocate budgets.   
Maureen Haywood

Staff Development Officer

October 2007
Appendix 1

Staff Development events proposed by Curriculum Teams (in addition to contributions at Annual SLN conference in June)

Creative Arts and New Media
Conference, similar to 2007, but separate from main SLN annual conference.

eLearning 

Secondlife workshop

Workshop activity around writing skills

Skills workshops relating to wikis, blogs and Web 2.0 technologies

OpenLearn SLN zone workshops

Workshop for HSC online action learning sets  

Health and Social Care

See HSC workshop above
Sport and Leisure

Conference/workshop focusing on the 14-19 diploma in sport.

Travel, Tourism, Retail and Hospitality
Progression workshop

Staffcentral training days
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