SLN Curriculum Team Meeting - Monday 29th January 2007

Information, Advice and Guidance
IAG targets
These are outlined in the SLN Delivery Plan:
http://www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/documents/slnplan-iag.pdf
Audience
· Learners and potential learners with a wide age range covering, for example, those who are unsure about their ability to study at HE level, changing career, returning to learning, seeking CPD, and so on.

· Those who advise them.

Timetable

April 2007
generic IAG materials and basic subject specific materials

Autumn
progression agreements added

January - April 2008
materials developed in the light of    evaluation and curriculum developments
Mapping exercise
The mapping exercise enabled the IAG officers to identify information that is

· readily available

· difficult to find  

· difficult to interpret

· not available 

This has provided a starting point for our generic online information, advice and guidance (IAG) materials which will raise awareness of and raise demand for vocational learning.   We are currently drafting both online and paper materials.   
Next steps – subject specific provision
We will link to other material where it already exists rather than duplicate provision.  For example, the Foundation Degrees in Sussex website is currently being updated to include HNCs and HNDs, and provides links through to individual institutions.  This will therefore be a course finder for all HNCs, HNDs and FDs in Sussex.
We want to ensure that potential learners are

(a) made aware that opportunities exist 

(b) armed with appropriate background knowledge when they approach an institution with a view to studying.  
The next stage is therefore to plan the subject specific IAG and this is where we need your help as the subject matter experts, and where it is really important for you, as the Curriculum Team leads, to keep in touch with your relevant SLN IAG officer.  The advice we give will to relate to:

· applying for HE study
· preparedness for HE study
· learning at work

· curriculum developments across the SLN curriculum strands 
· additional student numbers (ASNs)
· progression  
· career development and PDP    
We are aware that the advice will vary for each curriculum area.
Today’s task

Imagine you are the ‘customer’ seeking IAG highlighted below.  What do you need to know in order to engage with HE?   
Using your curriculum specific knowledge and expertise, identify some of the key issues we should be including in our IAG.  The bulleted list above will provide a starting point for thinking through the detail.
Please flipchart the main points, identifying where they relate to a particular curriculum area, so that we can use them as the basis for our planning.
18 year old in the middle of an NVQ level 3  
24 year old with 5 GCSEs, grade A-C, wanting to change career

30 year old recently arrived graduate from another EU country and seeking further qualifications

35 year old with an HND in employment and wanting to improve qualifications
45 year old who has recently returned to work with no formal qualifications
50 year graduate interested in CPD
