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Student Consultancy Proposal DRAFT
1.
Context
As outlined in the Student Engagement policy document (SLN.CT.27.11.06/ 4.6), a key milestone in this area, and one that is going to be accomplished in the next few months, is "1.2  Establishment of the student voice on the SLN website, including a vocational learners' newsletter by March 2007"
Whilst this is in itself a specific milestone, it will intersect with other areas of the SLN Student Engagement strategy as a whole. As such, the student voice on the website will need to take into account the voice of all vocational learners in Sussex, and their work on the website will exploit the potential of ICTs to engage with other offline activities such as the vocational students' conference. Running through all of these activities is a common theme of engaging with students' learning journeys, therefore resources provided by existing research findings in these areas will inform the direction of the work.
This will require the establishment of a student consultancy, which will be a group of students engaged in vocational learning drawn from educational institutions across Sussex. The group will be facilitated by Rebecca Duffy. The students will themselves create an opportunity to learn from each other in a interdisciplinary mode, as they bring their different skills to bear on a common aim. Clearly, the engagement of key members of staff in further and higher education who teach, and who are involved in the direction of teaching programmes, will be vital to the progress of this area. 
Specifically the learners will be drawn from a range of subject areas:

· Multimedia

· Journalism

· Media

· Communications

· Web design 

· Broadcast media

· Cultural studies

· Community studies

The breadth of the subject areas is intended to create a skills base that will allow this group to create, maintain and develop a communications space that can meet the interests and needs of the full range of vocational learners.  
The comments and suggestions of the curriculum team regarding the above context and the following timeline and invited. 
3.
Resources
The total resource allocated to the SLN student engagement strategy over the 2006-08 period is £30,000. A proportion of this will be allocated to the student consultancy following discussions with key colleagues in further and higher education.

The deadline for the Student Network presence on the SLN website is March 2007. Please see overleaf for the proposed timelines and actions:
	When by
	Action
	By whom

	27 November 2006
	Feedback on draft student consultancy proposal requested from Curriculum Team
	Curriculum Team to provide feedback to Rebecca Duffy

	30 November
	To circulate (revised) proposal to key members of teaching staff in key subject areas (in both further and higher education)
	Rebecca Duffy

	30 November
	To arrange meeting of SLN Network Manager and teaching colleagues for mid December
	Rebecca Duffy

	Mid December
	At this meeting, to finalise:
· Allocation of resources

· Student contract (relation to resources)

· Duration of project

· Detailed project timelines

· Application pro forma for students
	All attendees

	Mid December 
	To circulate finalised  documents of the above
	Rebecca Duffy

	Mid-late December
	SLN website to be enabled to facilitate Student Network Development 
	Rebecca Duffy / Peter Rainger

	Early January
	Teaching staff to circulate application details to students
	Teaching staff

	End January
	First meeting of student consultancy group
	Rebecca Duffy / tudent consultants


The SLN Curriculum Team is asked to comment on the DRAFT Student Consultancy proposal








