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Sussex Learning Network Student Engagement Strategy 

Context

The Sussex Learning Network (SLN) is charged with improving opportunities for vocational learners. It can't do this without taking into account the experience of current students and the aspirations of those who are seeking to engage in learning. In many ways this is one of the most challenging and yet exciting areas of our work over the next two years. The publicity surrounding the National Student Survey has certainly pushed learner feedback higher up the agenda. However we are not seeking to replicate this work or establish formal structures for student representation that overlap with those that colleges and universities already have. Our aim is to integrate the "student voice" into all aspect of our work over a two year period. We have begun by re-affirming it as a priority for action in our two year plan, available at:

http://www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/delivery-plan

 This paper has been written to demonstrate how we will put our aims into practice. Any comments on the paper or enquiries about student engagement should be sent to Rebecca Duffy, or R.L.Duffy@brighton.ac.uk
 There are many areas of SLN activity where student engagement is key to the achievement of deliverables. These are outlined in sections 2 and 3 below. 

1.
SLN Student Engagement Strategy – Targets and Milestones

There are three key milestones which are essential to achieving connectivity between student engagement activity in other SLN activities; for example, curriculum development. 

1.1
Inclusion of the student voice in the student engagement strategy by December 2006

This will involve the following steps: 

· Meetings with student representatives in FE and HE

· Meetings with researchers engaged with models of community learning research and learner journeys research 

· Maintaining links with vocational students who were part of the SLN vocational learners forum at the 2006 SLN conference

As the "Student Network" area of the SLN website becomes established (see 3.2), an extensive communications tool will be available to students, and will thereby provide a means to collect student feedback.  The Advisory group will also have a vital role in disseminating the online "Student Network" and planning the annual vocational students' conference. 

1.2
Establishment of the student voice on the SLN website, including a vocational learners' newsletter by March 2007

The "Student Network" is a site within a site; its overall purpose is to serve as an active communication tool for all vocational students, and also to provide a medium for study resources. This will involve the following:

· Agreements with key contacts in FE and HE institutions that links may be made with course leaders and students on Level 3 and 4 courses in media and communications, with a view to setting up a student consultancy group.

· A member of the Arts & New Media consultancy group will be represented on this group. 

· The student consultancy group will be pan-Sussex and will work together to design, develop structure and produce content for the "Student Network" area of the site. This work will form an effective contribution to their current courses of study.

· A member of the student consultancy will be elected to join the Advisory Group. 

1.3
Vocational students' conference

This will be organised in 2007 and will take place in November 2007. It will be a one-day event planned and coordinated by contributors to the Student Network. Sessions will be run by and for students. 

1.4 Personal Development Planning (PDP)

We are supporting Northbrook and Plumpton Colleges in a bid they are leading for JISC funding to build a programme of short course modules linking PDP to progression from FE to HE. 
2.
Areas of SLN activity relevant to student engagement
	Area of activity
	Relationship to student engagement

	SLN Governance and Organisation  


	Review how the student voice can be built into a any plans for sustainability for the SLN

	Collaborative Planning
	Student engagement will become part of the joint strategic planning between SLN partners, through central coordination of student representation, such as via FE Sussex. 



	Our website
	Student Network site within a site – for and by students

Models of student engagement will be accessed and resourced via the SLN website. 

The web-based one-stop-shop for employers will be informed by the input of learners at work.  



	Links with other Lifelong Learning Networks
	The SLN will update the national lifelong learning practitioner group on its student engagement strategy. 



	Progression and credit framework; staff development
	Vocational students will be kept informed of the development of SLN progression agreements and SLN staff development activity via the Student Network area of the SLN website. 



	Information, Advice and Guidance
	The SLN IAG team will play a key part in providing resources for vocational students. Student engagement activity will play a vital part in disseminating these resources and providing suggestions 



	Widening participation and student support
	This work will be undertaken jointly with Aimhigher. Vocational students will play an important role in this as ambassadors for vocational learning. 




3. 
Student engagement and curriculum strands
The following table is not exhaustive and illustrates examples of student engagement  across the curriculum. 
	Curriculum area
	Areas of (planned) student engagement

	Arts and new media
	Development of the student consultancy involving media and communications students across Sussex



	Biosciences
	Proposal for study of student feedback on Bioscience Foundation degrees

Areas of (planned) student engagement

	Community Practice 
	Cross-Sussex conference for learners, employers and education providers.


	e-Learning Project 
	Case study research with UNISON learners currently using LearnDirect resources to develop literacy skills

	Health & Social care
	Marketing of the Foundation Degree in Health and Social Care targeted at learners with specific profiles 

	IAG
	Pilot bridging provision for vocational learners 
Pilot of personalised advisory service



	Sport and Leisure
	Survey of vocational learners’ aspirations with regard to the progression from FE colleges/sixth form colleges/school to HE 



	Tourism, Travel and Retail
	To be confirmed



	Researching the student experience   
	The SLN will be launching a small research project to enable FE and HE practitioners to research and write about vocational learners





It is proposed that at each meeting of the wider Curriculum Team, members will provide updates on these and further areas of specific student engagement activity.  Rebecca Duffy will in turn report to the Curriculum Team on behalf of the Advisory Group and the Student Consultancy Group, keeping the CT on the progress of milestones outlined in section 3. This would contribute to an informed coordination across the areas of SLN activity. 

The SLN Curriculum Team is asked to comment on the Student Engagement Strategy








