Health and Social Care Progression Agreement: Draft

The signatories to the following progression agreement are committed to working together to bring higher education within reach of vocational learners working in health and social care across Sussex. They will achieve this by offering guarantees into and through higher education.

Admission

To apply for a place on a foundation degree in health and social care, candidates must be working in a health or social care setting and be supported and/ or sponsored by their employer. Non standard entrants may apply to courses provided by the University of Chichester and the Open University. Those seeking a place at the University of Brighton should have successfully completed an NVQ at level 3 in care 
Accreditation of prior learning
All signatories are committed to the principle of the accreditation of prior learning.

· At Brighton University, candidates who have successfully completed a Registered Managers’ Award or an NVQ in Care at level 4 can obtain advanced standing (100 credit points at Level1). Successful completion of a further two, specific, modules will lead to the award of a Foundation Certificate. Similarly, candidates who have successfully completed the Open University course ‘K100 Understanding Health and Social Care’ can credit transfer 60 CATS points towards the level 1 programme
· At the University of Chichester candidates with an NVQ level 4 in Care can obtain advanced standing (45 CATS points) and are exempt from the social care practice module. Those who have achieved a Registered Managers award can obtain advanced standing (30 CATS points) and are exempted from two Level 1 modules.

· The Open University has an AP(E)L route to gain exemption from K100 based on a portfolio of evidence for holders of an NVQ L3 in Care

Credit Transfer

Each partner HEI is committed to the principle of credit transfer in respect of modules provided by partner institutions at levels 1 and 2. 

Awards

· Each HEI will award a Foundation Certificate/ Certificate of Higher education following successful completion of Level 1.

· Such candidates provided they have additionally achieved Key Skills level two in English and mathematics will be entitled to an interview for a place on the BA in Social Work at Brighton University.

Progression Routes

· On successful completion of 120 points at Level 2, candidates will be awarded a Foundation Degree in Health and Social Care.

Those wishing to progress can register for Level 3 courses at the Open University can work towards an ‘open degree’. Those wishing to pursue a specific, named, degree can do so at the discretion of the particular Programme Committee responsible for that degree.
· Those candidates wishing to register for Level 3 courses at Brighton can progress to a BA in Health and Social Care or Health and Social Care Management. 

· At Chichester, similar arrangements are in development to provide a BA in Leadership in Social Care/ Health and Social Care. In addition, candidates will obtain advanced standing on the University’s BA in Social Work, provided they meet the Key Skills requirement

