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Higher education in further education colleges: making an SLN response


Introduction

Many Board members will be aware that Hefce launched a consultation paper addressing this subject in November 2006. Individual institutions may well have made their own responses through to the consultation exercise which has a deadline for comment of the 20th February, 2007. This meeting offers the Board an opportunity to make a distinctive contribution as an SLN. 

The document, which has been circulated for this meeting, was launched in a period when a number of other changes were being discussed all of which have a bearing, at least in part, on the work of LLNs.

Within a week of its launch the Further Education and Training Bill was published which focused primarily on reforms of the LSC but included in Clause 19 the provision that , ”will allow high-performing further education institutions to award their own foundation degrees”. (Lord Adonis introducing the second reading of the Bill in the House of Lords on the 13th December).  He added that the FE institutions would need to meet stringent quality criteria which the Government will consult about once the Bill is enacted. A recent report from Hefce on Foundation degrees (January 2007/03) states that of home entrants in the academic year 2004-05 -:

· 46% were taught wholly or partly at higher education institutions, and 

· 54% wholly at further education colleges. 

In the case of the SLN, 66% of the student numbers in 2007-08 will be delivered by FE providers. Whatever the division, the plan is to expand Foundation degrees from the current 46,000 places to 100,000 by 2010. As far as Hefce are concerned, LLNs will have a key role in promoting HE delivered in FE colleges. (Engaging employers with higher education, 2006)

Finally, the report from the Leitch Review of Skills (December 2006) made a number of recommendations not least of which was the goal of setting a target of over 40% of the adult population (up from 29% in 2005) with level 4 or above skills by 2020. Added to this are plans for a new adult careers service as part of a new single objective to deliver sustainable employment and progression opportunities. There is further confirmation of an enhanced role for employers and proposals for demand led funding with an expanded remit for Sector Skills Councils. 

So the Hefce proposals can be viewed in isolation or seen as part of a much broader process of change that is now underway.

The consultation 

The consultation focuses on Hefce policy in four main areas as this extract from the executive summary overleaf illustrates:-

a. Our view of the role of HE in FECs. We have developed a statement of our view of the distinctive contribution that FECs can make to the overall provision of HE and we seek views on this.

b. Strategic development. We seek a strategic commitment from FECs and propose that all colleges, whether directly or indirectly funded by HEFCE, should have a strategy for the development and delivery of their HE. We intend that this will be available to HEFCE and will support our future decisions on funding HE in FECs.


c. Centres for Higher Education Excellence in FECs. We want to support Centres for HE Excellence, and expect to make available both capital and revenue funding, though our proposals depend upon the resources available following the Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review. We want the centres to be developmental and we do not envisage one model. Centres might be formed by a single institution or by several. All FECs that have agreed a strategy with HEFCE will be able to bid for a centre; higher education institutions (HEIs) will also be eligible to bid, but only in partnership with one or more FECs. 


d. Funding and relationships. We propose that colleges with indirectly funded provision should have a minimum period (three years) of security for the funding and student numbers available to them, so that they have more opportunity for long-term strategic investment in HE. We also make proposals to promote clarity and transparency in funding partnerships between FECs and HEIs.   

The Annex A asks for responses under thirteen headings. The first five of these focus on the main headings above and are the most relevant to the SLN, although matters relating to funding, questions 6 to 12 are not inconsequential.

The questions which the Board may wish to consider in preparing its response are as follows:-

1. Do we agree with the view developed in the paper on the distinctive role of FECs in relation to HE provision? Are there other issues from the Sussex experience we would like to highlight?

2. How do we view the development of an HE strategy in FECs? How should it relate to the work of the SLN in the future?

3. Do we support the proposed Centres of Excellence? How might they relate to the work of the SLN?

4. Are we content with the commitment to three year investment for indirectly funded colleges? How does this sit alongside the current commitment given to the SLN?

5. How might the proposals impact on the SLN after the end of its initial funding period in August 2008?

6. Any other comments?





Chris Baker, 07.02.2007






The Board is invited to respond to the HE in FE consultation paper
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