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Email from HEFCE 18.01.07

Dear Chris. 

Firstly, I apologise for the delay in contacting you regarding the monitoring report you sent to HEFCE. I have been working on the report but was waiting for our Regional Consultant to return from annual leave so that I could discuss this with him before taking any action. With hindsight I should have informed you of this and I apologise for not doing so.

With regard to the monitoring report which details the fist year of the SLN, our main concern is the under spend of £450,199 as quoted on page 16 of the First Year Review. It would be very helpful to have some indication of why this level of money remains as yet unspent. I note that you refer to this money as committed in years 06/7 and 07/8. It would be most helpful if you could provide details of the committed funds, for example how much is committed, to what, and when.

There are also a couple of other issues on which we would like to seek clarification. The first is apparently slow progress on developing progression agreements. The second issue is that the Delivery Plan does not seem to accord with the original business plan, in that an Information, Advice and Guidance element seems to have been added. I would just be grateful for some further information on the above points.

I note that you mentioned a report due in early February regarding spend since the monitoring report was prepared. I would like to have a copy of this when it is available, if possible.

If at all possible I would be grateful if you could respond to this by 1 February. I'd like to have all of this information before I complete the monitoring form and submit it to the LLN board. Our aim is to avoid pausing payments if at all possible, which is a possibility with such a large under spend. Any information you can provide will help with this.

Best wishes, 

Natalie. 

Natalie Waters 

Higher Education Adviser 
South East Regional Team 
HEFCE 

0117 931 7148 
n.waters@hefce.ac.uk 







The Board is asked to note HEFCE response to the First Year Review, in relation to the SLN reply (SLN.B.02.02b) and the finance review (SLN.02.03a and SLN.02.03b) 
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