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News Release
Bringing higher education within reach: new places for learners on courses across Sussex
Date of issue: May 2007
During Adult Learners’ Week, 19-25 May 2007, the Sussex Learning Network (SLN) is launching a campaign to support a huge increase in the number of places available on vocational courses at universities and colleges in Sussex. Adult Learners’ Week aims to highlight the achievements of learners, promote participation in learning and increase access to information, advice and guidance. These aims are supported by the SLN, which offers something for everyone, whether they’re looking to get qualified, make a career change or want to get on in work.

The Sussex Learning Network has created 725 additional places for people to study in Sussex. Learners thinking about starting a course in 2007 will benefit from additional places on over 40 courses, including some that are completely new, delivered by universities and colleges at 10 different locations across Sussex.

To support recruitment to these exciting new opportunities, the SLN is running a marketing campaign throughout the summer. Brightly coloured adverts promoting the range of courses available will be displayed across Sussex in bus shelters and on buses, as well as in a range of local venues.

The new courses are featured on the SLN site, www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk, which also provides information, advice and guidance resources for learners and their advisers, as well as linking them to the foundation degrees in Sussex site, www.foundation-degrees-in-sussex.com. This site includes a complete listing of all foundation degrees, higher national certificates and higher national diplomas that are offered in Sussex, with details of where they can be studied and links to the universities’ and colleges’ own websites.

As well as creating 725 additional places on courses, the SLN is also developing special arrangements to help learners in Sussex to get onto the courses they want. These are called progression agreements. They are being set up in a number of subject areas, and will be of particular benefit to adult learners who may be thinking about university or college study for the first time, either to help them get on at work, or to give them the skills and qualifications they need to get a job. The SLN will be launching the Sussex Vocational Progression Accord, which sets out the commitment of the universities and colleges in Sussex to delivering progression agreements for Sussex learners, at its annual conference on 20-21 June 2007. Details and booking forms for the conference can be found at www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk.
Chris Baker, Director of the SLN, says, “adults in work or wanting to change or develop their career often don’t think that higher education has anything to offer. We are out to prove them wrong and demonstrate that there are opportunities for everyone just around the corner” 

Notes for editors:

· The Sussex Learning Network is a partnership led by five providers of higher education in Sussex: University of Brighton; University of Chichester; Northbrook College Sussex; the Open University in the South East and University of Sussex
· The Sussex Learning Network site is at www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk

· The foundation degrees in Sussex site is at www.foundation-degrees-in-sussex.com
· A copy of the Sussex Vocational Progression Accord is available from Sarah Hardman (details below)
· The SLN is running a large 2-day conference on 20 and 21 June 2007. A full conference programme and booking forms are available on the Sussex Learning Network website. There is a link from the homepage, www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk and the full reference for the page is www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/sln-events/sln-conference-2007 

· Contact details for people wishing to make an enquiry about vocational learning opportunities in Sussex are: phone line: 0845 257 6192 website: www.foundation-degrees-in-sussex.com

For radio requests, media enquiries or images, please contact:

Sarah Hardman, Sussex Learning Network, tel: 01273 873102; email: sarah.hardman@brighton.ac.uk
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