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News Release
Sussex students collaborate on exciting new website 
Date of issue: June 2007 
Sussex Learning Network launches its Student Network 
Thursday 21 June 2007

Eight students from universities and colleges across Sussex have come together to develop an exciting new web based resource that will give hundreds of others the chance to share their views, ideas and experiences.

The Student Network launches on 21 June, as part of the Sussex Learning Network’s annual conference. It is expected that over 500 people will participate in this two day event, providing a fantastic opportunity for the students to showcase their work. 

The idea for the Student Network came from Rebecca Duffy, Network Manager at the SLN, who explains, ‘Students are at the centre of what we do, so we wanted to find a way to give them a voice through our website. There are lots of sites created for students, but we wanted to go one better than that, and offer students the opportunity to create something themselves. After all, who could be better placed to know what students want than the students themselves?’
Working on the Student Network has given these eight students an experience that will be invaluable when they come to look for work. Rebecca explains that this was another aim of the project. ‘The students applied and were selected for positions on the Student Network team. Each of them brings a very different set of skills, and they are learning to work together as a team as well as to manage their time between work and study, and to operate as independent consultants, which is something many of them may go on to do within their field of work.’ 
The students, who come from City College Brighton & Hove; Northbrook College Sussex; Central Sussex College; University Centre Hastings, and the University of Brighton, are studying a range of media related courses which include graphic and web design; film; video and audio streaming; journalism; editing, and photography. Together they make a highly experienced and versatile team. 
Claire Johnson is one member of the team. Claire keeps a blog to record her experiences of the project. Of her first month working on the Student Network, Claire writes, ‘knowing I would see a web design that I worked on actually being used on the web was one of the best things about getting involved in this project. On my course I have been taught the basics of web design…but the process of going from the design stage to uploading to the web was new to me. This month I finally got to see how the process works and what is involved.’ 
For Claire, one of the best aspects of her work on the Student Network has been the opportunity to work alongside professional designers. She explains, ‘I am feeling very excited about the start of the coming month, as we are to meet with the web design firm Dot, who will be working with us to go through the final stages of preparing a template for the web. As a student I have searched hard for work experience opportunities like this.’
As well as the launch of the Student Network, day two of the SLN conference will also feature the official launch of the Sussex Vocational Progression Accord. The Accord brings together universities, colleges, local authorities and employers organisations in Sussex who are developing special arrangements to help learners in Sussex to get onto the courses they want. These special arrangements are being set up in a number of subject areas, and will be of particular benefit to adult learners who may be thinking about university or college study for the first time, either to help them get on at work, or to give them the skills and qualifications they need to get a job. 

The Sussex Vocational Progression Accord will be launched, with photo opportunities, at 1pm at the SLN conference on 21 June.

Notes for editors:

· The Sussex Learning Network is a partnership led by five providers of higher education in Sussex: University of Brighton; University of Chichester; Northbrook College Sussex; the Open University in the South East and University of Sussex
· The Student Network will be launched at the SLN conference on 21 June 2007. A full conference programme and booking forms are available on the Sussex Learning Network website. There is a link from the homepage, www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk and the full reference for the page is www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/sln-events/sln-conference-2007 
· Blogs are kept by some members of the Student Network team, detailing their experience. One of these can be viewed, together with a student profile, at: http://www.sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk/student-network/student-consultant:-claire-johnson
· Further details of the SLN Student Network and the students involved are available from Rebecca Duffy, Network Manager, tel: 01273 873600; email: r.l.duffy@brighton.ac.uk
· A copy of the Sussex Vocational Progression Accord is available from Sarah Hardman (contact details below)

· Contact details for people wishing to make an enquiry about vocational learning opportunities in Sussex are: phone line: 0845 257 6192 website: www.foundation-degrees-in-sussex.com

For radio requests, media enquiries or images, please contact:

Sarah Hardman, Sussex Learning Network, tel: 01273 873102; email: sarah.hardman@brighton.ac.uk 
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