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News Release
Opportunities for success for Sussex students
Date of issue: July 2006

	Students in Sussex are set to benefit from an initiative that could see them doing better at university than their peers. The Sussex Learning Network is funded by the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), to improve the opportunities for students following vocational pathways to study within higher education. 
Research findings just released from a study carried out by Edge Hill University in the north west of England reveal that students coming from vocational routes get better degrees than those coming from A-levels. 
The research says that vocational students are often better at planning and dealing with stress, and are better equipped for independent study, which plays a major part in university level courses. 
Chris Baker, Director of the Sussex Learning Network, said, ‘it’s often assumed that students coming from vocational pathways will not be as well equipped for university study as those who have taken A-levels. As a result these students are often not given the opportunities that are available to those following the more traditional route. The research findings are exciting because they suggest that the opposite is the case – vocational students have more of the skills that universities are looking for.’  

The Sussex Learning Network brings together the universities and colleges in Sussex that provide higher education, focussing on improving opportunities for vocational learning. Over the next two years, the Sussex Learning Network aims to develop new vocational courses across a range of subjects, from the creative arts to land-based studies to travel, tourism and retail, and to offer 725 additional places to students in Sussex. 

According to Edge Hill’s research, this investment in vocational learning locally could see an increase in the number of students getting good degree results, as the opportunities available to vocational students increase.  
Over the summer, the Sussex Learning Network is running a campaign and information line aimed at increasing people’s awareness of the vocational learning opportunities that are on offer across Sussex. Throughout August and early September, as exam results are coming out, people will be able to call 01342 34 1066 or email enquiries@sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk to contact an adviser who will talk them through the vocational higher education courses that are available locally, helping them to find the one that will suit their needs. But this isn’t just about school leavers. People in work, at any stage in their career, can make use of higher education to improve their prospects and develop new knowledge and skills.
Chris Baker, Director of the Sussex Learning Network, explained ‘often people are not aware of how flexible higher education can be. Many of the courses we are dealing with are Foundation Degrees, and these can usually be studied on a part-time basis, with an element of learning in the work place, so students can study while working. Many of these degrees are also offered by several providers across Sussex, so often people don’t need to travel very far, and there is help available with funding. 

Because of their flexible nature, Foundation Degrees are ideally suited to people who are already working, as well as those just finishing school or college studies. The work-based learning focus of the degrees means that they offer an excellent route for people wanting to change career direction, or to progress in their existing careers. ‘


	Notes for editors:
· The Sussex Learning Network is a partnership led by the five main providers of Higher Education in Sussex: University of Brighton; University of Chichester; Northbrook College Sussex; the Open University in the South East and University of Sussex
· The research was carried out by Dr Richard Ralley and Dr Lesley Sumner from Edge Hill University. More information is available from the website www.edgehill.ac.uk
· Contact details for people wishing to make an enquiry about vocational learning opportunities in Sussex are: phoneline:01342 34 1066 email: enquiries@sussexlearningnetwork.org.uk
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Sarah Hardman, Sussex Learning Network, tel: 01273 873102; email: sarah.hardman@brighton.ac.uk 
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